MOE SHIOJIRI INTERNSHIP EXPERIENCE
Internship duration: Oct 5th 2021 ~ Feb 18th 2022

University: Sophia University
Major: Political Science

Year of study: 3rd-year (at the time of the internship)

1. Please introduce yourself.

BHCRBNEBENLEY,

My name is Moe Shiojiri, and | am currently a 4th-year student at Sophia University’s
Faculty of Liberal Arts, pursuing an interdisciplinary degree with a concentration in Political
Science and Sociology. | was born in Japan but moved to Budapest, Hungary at the age of 3
months. After 2 years there, | moved to Brussels, Belgium for 6 years where | attended an
international school, which was followed by 4 years in London, England. | then returned to
Japan when | was 13 years old, and attended a returnee school in Kyoto before enrolling in
Sophia University. Prior to the OECD Tokyo Centre internship, | had worked at the United
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) Representation in Japan for 6 months as
an administrative intern, and am currently working at the Australian Embassy as a political
affairs intern. | am headed to the Graduate Institute (IHEID) this fall for my Master’s degree
in International and Development Studies with a focus in Human Rights and
Humanitarianism.
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2. Why did you apply for the internship at OECD Tokyo Centre?
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Having just finished an internship at the UNHCR Representation in Japan, | was looking for
an internship at another international organisation where | could put the skills | had
acquired into practice. Moreover, as an aspiring international civil servant, | believed that



working at the OECD Tokyo Centre would be a prime opportunity to further understand

what a would look like.

UNHCR Bt HEBIEFR DIV TEEZ TN DFAL. TZ3
BIDEIEBETDI Y I-V Iy TERLTWELE, £ BREAFEEZBIEL TN 29
OECD ERR 7 VH-TDENFE(SL. ELVIERCERT B0 0T OST
ERWELE,

3. Please describe how your day looks like as an intern.

1V5-2LTO—HORFEHRZ TSN

After arriving at the office at 9:30, the first thing | did was identify key news articles in the
Asia-Pacific and draft short summaries of the top three articles that would be of interest for
ambassadors to the OECD and OECD experts. Due to the nature of work at the OECD, |
would often summarise articles regarding the economy (e.g. GDP growth, market
fluctuations, currency depreciation) and politics (e.g. elections, new legislations, policy
reforms). Once the three summaries were cleared by my superiors, | would send them over
to the Publc Affairs and Communications team in the Paris Headquarters who would
compile these summaries into one comprehensive, global newsletter. Although mornings
would always be allocated for the regional newsletter, tasks in the afternoon depended on
the day. The majority of the tasks were to support Kawaguchi-san (Acting Head of OECD
Tokyo Centre), such as writing up a brief summary of the parties’ pledges ahead of the
Lower House election last year, or compiling articles from Japanese media outlets that
referred to an OECD publication following its release. Apart from this, | also worked on
personal projects such as an intern-led webinar on mental health, attended high-level
meetings and took notes that would later be compiled into an easy-to-read summary for
my colleagues, created flyers/social media content for webinars hosted by the OECD Tokyo
Centre, among others.
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4. What are some of the best things about this internship?
1V9=0LTEN e ZBEEHYEITH ?

What | particularly enjoyed about the OECD Tokyo Centre internship is the fact that despite
only being an intern, | was still given the opportunity to play a in the day-to-
day work at the centre. It was an extremely fulfilling experience for me to feel as though |
had made a contribution to an organisation like the OECD.

Another great part about the internship was being encouraged to

that were aligned with my interests. A prime example was the webinar on mental
health that | organised with a fellow intern working at the OECD Nuclear Energy Agency.
Given that the topic is seldom discussed in Japan, | envisioned an interactive webinar
where OECD experts could explain the current statistics surrounding mental health, while
the audience could ask questions and engage themselves in meaningful discussions to
spread awareness about mental well-being.

Thanks to the kind support from my colleagues at the OECD Tokyo Centre, | was able to
execute the webinar as | imagined; garnering over 70 participants from all corners of the
world, | was able to feel a great sense of accomplishment. Situated in Kasumigaseki—the
hub for Japanese government bureaucracy—the location of the OECD Tokyo Centre office
was also a huge plus. It was in front of Hibiya park, and there were many great restaurants
to explore for lunch with fellow interns and colleagues!

However, if | were to pick one best feature of the OECD Tokyo Centre internship, it would
be . They continuously
motivated me to become a better intern, and supported me when faced with challenges or
hardships. | believe | largely owe my positive internship experience to them!
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5. What skills helped you, coming into this internship?
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Having experience as a social media manager for my dorm'’s official Instagram account, my
familiarity with the graphic design platform, Canva, was a great skill when creating flyers
and posts to promote events hosted by the OECD Tokyo Centre.

Since interns are given many tasks—some more urgent than others—skills such as
and were also helpful to efficiently complete the job.
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6. What tasks did you find challenging? How did you overcome them?
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| particularly struggled with the regional newsletter, as this was a new initiative which was
introduced while | was an intern. Being the first intern responsible for the newsletter, there
was no manual to refer to, and it was a trial and error process until an efficient way to
approach the task was established.



By constantly communicating with my supervisors and making sure my opinions were
heard, we were able to work as a team to figure out an efficient method to write the
regional newsletter for the Asia-Pacific.
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7. What are some skills you’ve gained through this internship?
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| acquired , which were crucial when attending high-level meetings on
behalf of Kawaguchi-san as | had to summarise the general content in an easy-to-
understand way.

| also learned how to quickly when reading long texts such as
news articles and OECD reports, which was a helpful skill to save time when forming the
short summaries for the regional newsletter every morning.
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8. Who do you recommend to apply for this internship?
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| recommend this internship to anyone ,
as well as those who are interested in a

. as the OECD is an organisation that covers
such topics.

Since you are encouraged to pursue your own projects such as intern-led webinars, |
believe those who are and would be prime candidates for the OECD



Tokyo Centre internship. Due to the various responsibilities and tasks given to interns, the
internship will undoubtedly be a valuable and fulfilling experience that will allow you to
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